Orofacial pain sensitivity in adult rats following neonatal infraorbital nerve transection.
A modification of the formalin test was used to assess orofacial pain sensitivity in adult rats that received infraorbital nerve transection at birth. Normal and neonatally lesioned adult animals received an injection of either 5% formalin or saline vehicle into the whiskerpad and the duration of whiskerpad rubbing was observed for 45 min. Normal rats given formalin exhibited the previously reported biphasic pattern of rubbing. Neonatally lesioned rats given formalin did not exhibit this pattern, and were indistinguishable from either of the saline control groups.